
Dear Parish Family of St. Mary, +JMJ+ 
"O sinners, be not discouraged but have recourse to Mary in all 
your necessities. Call her to your assistance, for you will always 

find her ready to help. It is God's will that she should help in 
every need. "   - Saint Basil the Great (329 - 379) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

A Rosary of flowers binds couple on Wedding Day 

May Devotions 

Month of Mary—Marian Consecration 

"You are all-beautiful, my beloved, and there is no 

blemish in you."  Song of Songs 4:7 

 

Dear friends in Christ Jesus, 
May Devotions is a general term which describes all sorts of 

prayers, services, and actions that express love, honor, and call upon 

the Blessed Virgin Mary during the month of May.  They are 

generally in parish churches and in the homes of families and 

individuals. 

 

          We had a May Crowning at our parish, we bring 

flowers to Blessed Mary all May long, we pray the Holy 

Rosary before all Masses, we display and talk about 

different images and titles that she has been given, and 
perform Marian Consecration. 
 

         To this day, at home where I was born and raised, 

my family still prays May Devotions in a form that my 

parents were given from their parents.  It simply involved 
adding several prayers and invocations of affection along 

with Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Mary in front of 

a statue and sort of May altar that we have in our home. 
 

       Why all this for Mary?  So that we can love Jesus 

better and conform our lives completely to Him in this 
life, and help bring our family and all to heaven one day 

forever!!! 
 

As the Month of Mary continues, don't miss the 

opportunity to come to Jesus through her and to love 
those around you as you should be loving them by 

invoking and loving the Blessed Virgin Mary! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEXT SUNDAY, is the Solemnity Ascension of our 
Lord into heaven, NOT this Thursday.  About 11 years ago, the 
Catholic Province of Illinois transferred the observance of 
Ascension Thursday to the following Sunday (as much of the 
United States had done), so that it would be easier for 
Catholics to observe it and attend Mass.  So there is NO 
obligation or Ascension Thursday Mass this week. 

 

Congratulations to all of our Graduates!  Especially 
our St. Mary School and Parish School of Religion (PSR) 
graduates.  We wish them all the best as they enjoy a well-
deserved rest this summer and our prayers go with them. We 
are proud of them and pray for them as they continue on and 
take with them all the good we could impart to them.  We will 
have a blessing and gift for ALL graduates THIS week at all 
Masses. 

 

St. Mary is collecting change and money in baby 
bottles available in the back of church; please take and return 
by Father’s Day weekend.  THANK YOU! 

 

We thank all who helped make St. Mary School Pre-
School and 8th Grade Graduations so nice this past week. 

 

Continuing in the Month of May or the Month of Mary as I like 
to call it, we honor, call upon, and imitate Mary, the Mother of God and 
first disciple of Jesus Christ.  For if Mary is good enough for Jesus, she is 
good enough for you and me.  You are invited to please bring flowers to 
honor Blessed Mary all month long by placing them in the vases around 
her.  There are also May Devotion sheets in the Gathering Hall that can 
be prayed individually or collectively.  The Holy Rosary if possible will 
also be offered at all Masses half-hour before.  I invite all, especially 
families to come early to Sunday Mass during May to join in this needed 
act of love to Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and this remedy for the ills of our 
day and age.  Don’t miss out on this month with all its blessings! 

 

Easter gifts were given to every parishioner on Easter 
Sunday.  If you did not receive a gift, please pick up a white 
bag at the doors of church for yourself or someone you think 
might enjoy it.  And if you have not yet taken a look at your 
gift, please do so.  You do NOT want to miss out! 

 

Opportunity to reflect on the Sunday Readings with your 
family continue to be offered beside where you get the weekly 
bulletin at the doors of church.  Since we hear that “The Word of 
God is living and effective,” we have recently been encouraged to 
reflect on the Word of God every Sunday with our family.  To help 
with this, the Sunday Readings with suggested questions are 
available for you and your family to talk about them and let God 
enlighten your hearts and minds to deepen your married life and 
your family life.  Choose one reading or all three to discuss and let 
the Holy Spirit do the rest! 
 

  If you are traveling this Summer and need to find 
a Sunday Mass or Mass Time, please visit www.MassTimes.org  
This has every Catholic Church and Mass time in the world and 
contact information and location for churches and Masses.  Check 
it out, the next time you are out and about! 

 

St. Mary Church is collecting used inkjet and toner 
cartridges.  These can be turned in for free office supplies, which 
saves us money.  So if you are able, please bring in empty inkjet 
cartridges and place them in the box in the Gathering Hall.  
Thank you so much! 

 

 

Love and prayers in Jesus through Mary, loved by St. Joseph,      
-Father Robert 

Did You Know…..  
That we have a Lending Library in the Saint 
Joseph Room?  The Saint Joseph Room is 

through the gray door in the Gathering Hall to the 
right.  (There is a sign that directs you, too.)  It is 
open before and after each Sunday Mass.  There 

are many resources available to check out – 
Books, Movies, and CD’s on our beautiful 

Catholic Faith, please check it out! 

http://www.masstimes.org/


Summertime…sun, fun, barbecue, 

good times, and cool fashions.  

However, some fashions are not so 

cool or appropriate.  Why?  Because 

they reveal too much???  No, because 

they reveal too little…they reveal too 

little of the human person says Pope 

St. John Paul the Great.  Some clothes 

and fashion today reduce the human 

person to a certain look or to an 

object missing the whole goodness and 

beauty of the person inside and out.  

This sounds odd on its first hearing, 

but talk with grandma and grandpa, think about why you wear 

what you wear or who may be attracted when one wears certain 

fashions this summer, this will be a good start with examining at 

what one should be wearing.  The ‘good nuns’ would tell their 

students to ask themselves when choosing what to wear, ‘Would 

Jesus or the Blessed Virgin Mary wear this?’ 

     Mom and Dad, grandma and grandpa have told you what is 

right, recall it or ask them again (and Mom and Dad, grandma 

and grandpa please help remind them if they forget).  Let us 

work toward putting God and neighbor first, sacrificing our will 

and wants, lifting up one another.  THANK YOU!  

“Like the Good Samaritan, may we always treat each person 
with merciful love and respect that affirms the gift of his or 

her life.” “Moved by Mercy” Reflection Flyer USCCB 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  www.goo.gl/xTiiSM 

“[M]any assisted reproduction technologies also cause the 
destruction of human life. This fact is seldom explained to 

a couple before the various procedures begin.”—

“Infertility” (www.goo.gl/Jdmuy3) ForYourMarriage.Org 

Have you considered a Catholic Book, CD, booklet, 

or pamphlet from the kiosk to grow in your Faith? 
A Bit of Humor:   

-A recent study has found that women who carry 

a little extra weight live longer than the men who 

mention it. 

- They all laughed when I said I wanted to be a 

comedian. Well, they're not laughing now. 

- I didn't know my dad was a construction site 

thief, but when I got home all the signs were there. 
 

The Bathtub Test - During a visit to the senior’s home, I asked the 

director how do you determine whether or not a patient should be 
institutionalized?  "Well," said the director, "we fill up a bathtub, then 
we offer a teaspoon, a teacup, and a bucket to the patient and ask 
him or her to empty the bathtub." "Oh, I understand," I said. "A normal 
person would use the bucket because it's bigger than the spoon or the 
teacup."    "No." said the director, "A normal person would pull the 
plug. Do you want a bed near the window?"   

They Gave Their All - One Sunday morning, the pastor 
noticed little Alex standing in the foyer of the church staring 
up at a large plaque.  It was covered with names and small 
American flags mounted on either side of it.  The seven-year 
old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the 

pastor walked up, stood beside the little boy, and said 
quietly, 'Good morning Alex.  ''Good morning Pastor,' he 
replied, still focused on the plaque.  'Pastor, what is this?' 
The pastor said, 'Well son, it's a memorial to all the young 
men and women who died in the service.'  Soberly, they just 
stood together, staring at the large plaque.  Finally, little 

Alex's voice, barely audible and trembling with fear asked, 
'Which service, the 8:30 or the 10:45?' 

Goat for Dinner - The young couple invited their elderly pastor 

for Sunday dinner.  While they were in the kitchen preparing the 

meal, the minister asked their son what they were having. "Goat," the 

little boy replied.  

"Goat?" replied the startled man of the cloth, "Are you sure about 

that?"  "Yep," said the youngster. "I heard Dad say to Mom, 'Today is 

just as good as any to have the old goat for dinner.' "   

 

Lord, keep Your arm around my shoulder and Your hand over my 

mouth. 

 

From the Director of Religious Education with Love 

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord. 

Journey onward ye sojourners. We are children 

that will never be orphaned, or abandoned. We are 

loved, cherished, and priceless in the eyes of the Father. 

We have a Mother, who loves with an Immaculate Heart. 

Why should we be sad, despondent, or robbed of the joy 

of the present moment? This moment, this place, this 

time, is where God has placed you. Embrace the cross, 

which the resurrected Lord suffered, and bore for you. 

Have you thanked your Lord for this priceless gift of love 

and mercy? 

This love, this unfathomable love, which spills 

forth from the heart of Jesus and Mary, is meant for you. 

There is not a soul that is unknown or unloved. So find 

the joy that is never ending, overflowing, and unceasing. 

This joy that sustains, this love that consumes, this 

Mother-the Mother of God- is your Mother. She wants to 

be the Mother of your heart.  What is stopping you from 

accepting Mary as your Mother? How can you love her 

all the more? 

The Queen of Heaven, Mary’s Battle For You will 

start on Tuesday, May 30th. Did you know that Mary is 

battling for you? In this study you will see how She has 

been doing this for centuries and you will see how Her 

Immaculate Heart is to triumph. Journey onward seeking 

the Immaculate Heart.  Pray the Rosary. Love-Love-Love! 

Breathe it all in and love it all out! Journey onward to 

Jesus through Mary.  

Journey onward my fellow sojourners. ~ Caroline Trimble, DRE 

http://www.goo.gl/Jdmuy3

